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Change In Percent of Georgia Participants Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  
APRIL - MARCH  

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders -10.9 16.8 -5.9 

  Production 6.7 5.0 -11.8 

  Employment -5.5 5.5 0.0 

  Deliveries -2.1 8.0 -5.9 

  Finished Inventory -17.2 20.6 -3.4 

  Commodity Prices -14.7 13.4 1.3 

PMI Georgia, PMI Southeast, and PMI National 

 Nov '16 Dec '16 Jan '17 Feb '17 Mar '17 Apr '17 Apr - Mar 

  PMI GA 60.0 55.6 52.0 63.1 72.4 72.1 -0.3 

  PMI Southeast 57.9 53.8 52.1 64.3 68.5 64.2 -4.3 

  PMI National 53.2 54.5 56.0 57.7 57.2 54.8 -2.4 

Georgia Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

 

National and Region PMIs slide several points while the Georgia Index is essentially un-
changed. Despite pullback, the PMI remains in line with a continued expansion in the 
manufacturing sector. All there  report pullback in forward-looking new orders component.  
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GEORGIA PMI COMPONENTS 
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GEORGIA PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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GEORGIA PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were: "Steel plate, 
oil based resins, i.e. PVC and urethane, polyethylene, cor-
rugated, steel, paper board mills, anything with oil based 
chemicals, paper cartons, steel strip mill plate, HR sheets, 
CF bar, tubing, aluminum products, stainless steel prod-
ucts, all paper grades steel, fuel, plastic material, #2 fuel oil, 
corrugated products, high performance paper, pine (for pal-
lets), stretch film, off highway tires, copper, galvanized 
steel, aluminum, stainless steel, plastics, caustic soda"  

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"50# offset which is down due to overproduction.” 

“Natural rubber, synthetic rubber, carbon black, benzene, 
urea, methanol." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials 
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last 
month are: 

"Titanium dioxide, some hydraulic components, heat treat-
ed plate, Kraft paper, PMDI, caustic soda." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"Stocking larger volumes of paper due to longer lead 
times." 

 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any con-
ditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"Outlook is still very good even though a bit slower than last 
60 days." 

"Our backlog is strong based on our customers' expecta-
tions. Should these expectations fail to materialize, we will 
see a downturn." 

"State and Federal attention to infrastructure funding is key 
to meet expectations."  

 "We still bring in many products from off shore. Container 
costs are climbing more than 20%." 

"We continue to be optimistic and hopeful that the economy 
will continue to improve. Infrastructure spending will be very 
beneficial to the steel industry." 

"Our new orders for April are 80% over last year April. YTD 
our new orders are more than 40%."  

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Summary From the Fed: Industrial production increased 
0.5 percent in March after moving up 0.1 percent in Febru-
ary. The increase in March was more than accounted for by 
a jump of 8.6 percent in the output of utilities—the largest in 
the history of the index—as the demand for heating re-
turned to seasonal norms after being suppressed by unusu-
ally warm weather in February.  

Manufacturing output fell 0.4 percent in March, led by a 
large step-down in the production of motor vehicles and 
parts; factory output aside from motor vehicles and parts  
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moved down 0.2 percent. The production at mines edged 
up 0.1 percent.  

For the first quarter as a whole, industrial production rose at 
an annual rate of 1.5 percent. At 104.1 percent of its 
2012 average, total industrial production in March was 
1.5 percent above its year-earlier level. Capacity utilization 
for the industrial sector increased 0.4 percentage point in 
March to 76.1 percent, a rate that is 3.8 percentage points 
below its long-run (1972–2016) average.  


