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Georgia continues return November gains, but remains at levels consistent with expansion
in manufacturing. New orders and employment still seen as rising .
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INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT
Industrial production rose 0.8 percent in December after
falling 0.7 percent in November. For the fourth quarter as a
whole, the index slipped 0.6 percent at an annual rate.
In December, manufacturing output moved up 0.2 percent
and mining output was unchanged. The index for utilities
jumped 6.6 percent, largely because of a return to more
normal temperatures following unseasonably warm weather
in November; the gain last month was the largest since De-

cember 1989.
At 104.6 percent of its 2012 average, total industrial production in December was 0.5 percent above its year-earlier
level. Capacity utilization for the industrial sector increased
0.6 percentage point in December to 75.5 percent, a rate
that is 4.5 percentage points below its long-run (1972–
2015) average.

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION
Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were: " Steel tube,
steel sheet, steel plate, beams, merchant bar; Rebar, CF
bar, flat rolled; plate, aluminum, stainless steel, natural rubber, synthetic rubber, zinc oxide, carbon black, stainless
and carbon plate, methanol, ammonia, steel and rebar, fuel,
petroleum goods, petroleum and oil related products, steel
and its related products, pine Lumber (pine pallets), corrugated for packaging, stretch film, chemicals"
Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were: " plastic
material"
Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last
month are:
None

chasing operation or your company’s outlook:
"We are hoping for an uptick in sales in the first quarter.
Initial indications are positive."
"Usual seasonal slowdown but outlook still very good."
"We have already been told that many of our material prices will go up in the first quarter of 2017. average increaces
are 3-5%."
"Fundamentals of our industry are good and a lot of optimism about future infrastructure programs creating a lot of
demand. Skill trades employees remains a challenge. overall things are going well."
"We believe 2017 will be the strongest year in metals since
2008."

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days
ahead you are committing for purchases of production materials, MRO supplies and capital spending:

"I expect all metals to go up in price."

"Capex- Gulf Coast Craft Labor pre-commitment based on
project demand forecast."

"Out look is good for 2017."

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any conditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-

"Expect economy to continue to improve."

"The biggest issue in maintaining and growing business is
the lack of reliable workforce. Turnover among new hires is
astronomical - in the 90% range."
"Hopeful that Trump will kick start the economy."
"Positive."
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