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Manufacturing continues recent expansion with increased activity reflected in the Georgia,
Southeastern and National PMI. Rising new orders component signals that production
should remain healthy in coming month.
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Change In Percent of Georgia Participants Reporting Higher, Same and Lower
SEPTEMBER - AUGUST
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New Orders

6.0

7.1

-13.1

Production

-1.2

-17.9

19.0

Employment

35.7

-36.9

1.2

Deliveries

11.9

9.5

-21.4

Finished Inventory

-34.5

0.0

34.5

Commodity Prices

20.2

-13.1

-7.1
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT
Industrial production declined 0.9 percent in August following six consecutive monthly gains. Hurricane Harvey, which
hit the Gulf Coast of Texas in late August, is estimated to
have reduced the rate of change in total output by roughly
3/4 percentage point. The index for manufacturing decreased 0.3 percent; storm-related effects appear to have
reduced the rate of change in factory output in August
about 3/4 percentage point. The manufacturing industries
with the largest estimated storm-related effects were petro-

leum refining, organic chemicals, and plastics materials and
resins.
The output of mining fell 0.8 percent in August, as Hurricane Harvey temporarily curtailed drilling, servicing, and
extraction activity for oil and natural gas. The output of utilities dropped 5.5 percent, as unseasonably mild temperatures, particularly on the East Coast, reduced the demand
for air conditioning.

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION
Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were: " Copper related products, plastic resin from storms, polyethylene, polypropylene, oil related products, metal, zinc and copper,
stainless steel, synthetic rubber, carbon black, zinc oxide,
stainless steel, copper and aluminum, resin, commodity
chemicals, pine wood, paper for multi wall paper bags,
caustic, natural gas, #2 fuel oil, gasoline, paper bags, polyacrylates, copper, stainless steel, propylene base products,
import chemicals from China."
Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:
"Aluminum."
Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last
month are:
"Paper board, resin, #2 fuel oil, Ti02, diatomaceous earth,
sulfuric acid, color-formers, paper."
Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days
ahead you are committing for purchases of production materials, MRO supplies and capital spending:
"Global contingency plan."

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any conditions, local, national or international, that affect your purchasing operation or your company’s outlook:
“Regionally, our industry is experiencing very good dynamics.”
“Increased government spending on infrastructure and high
levels of commercial development.” “Customers are thinking about next year.”
“We are hearing lots of rumors of commodity price increase because of the hurricane that hit Houston.”
“Stable and solid. Biggest challenge is finding qualified individuals to hire.”
“We hope to see increase business but do not expect it to
increase.”
“Lead times for F-style cans are inordinately long.”
“Hurricane Harvey and Irma to affect purchases.”
“The impacts of Harvey will be dramatic for the rest of the
year.”
“All is fine except storm disruptions.”
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