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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  
FEBRUARY—JANUARY 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders 20.0 -16.7 -3.3 

  Production 30.0 -6.7 -23.3 

  Employment 4.2 3.3 -7.5 

  Deliveries 1.7 1.7 -3.3 

  Finished Inventory 22.5 -15.8 -6.7 

  Commodity Prices 12.5 -8.3 -4.2 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Sep '19 Oct '19 Nov '19 Dec '19 Jan '20 Feb '20 Feb - Jan 

  PMI Southeast 51.0 54.4 45.4 47.0 48.8 61.0 +12.2  

  PMI National 47.8 48.3 48.1 47.8 50.9 50.1 -0.8 

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

 

National PMI softens slightly due to new orders and production pullback; slower supplier 
deliveries offset but may be reflecting early COVID-19 impacts, Southeastern PMI increas-
es, remains in expansion range. 

March 2, 2020 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"Polyethylene, carbon black, natural rubber, synthetic rub-
ber, zinc oxide, interior door slabs, imported mouldings, 
caustic." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"HCL(hydrochloric acid)" 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials 
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last 
month are: 

"Interior Door Slabs" 

"Diatomaceous earth." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"We have to adjust our purchases to January sales vol-
umes." 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any con-
ditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"Get rid of the tariffs." 

"I am optimistic about the long-term future but the next few 
months look difficult." 

"Our industry fundamental demand remains very strong. " 

"Our backlog runs through the second quarter which is very 
good." 

"Our quote activity and order entry remains very robust." 

"Hopefully they cure the corona virus." 

"So far, building continues to be strong in the Southeast 
and South Central. West and NE lag behind." 

"2020 Should be a better year." 

"There is uncertainty on the impact to our business resulted 
from recent global events." 

"Our supply chain is insulated from China, but our custom-
ers may not necessarily be." 

                                                                                         █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Industrial production declined 0.3 percent in January, as 
unseasonably warm weather held down the output of utili-
ties and as a major manufacturer significantly slowed pro-
duction of civilian aircraft. The index for manufacturing 
edged down 0.1 percent in January; excluding the produc-
tion of aircraft and parts, factory output advanced 
0.3 percent. The index for mining rose 1.2 percent.  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

At 109.2 percent of its 2012 average, total industrial pro-
duction was 0.8 percent lower in January than it was a year 
earlier. Capacity utilization for the industrial sector fell 
0.3 percentage point in January to 76.8 percent, a rate that 
is 3.0 percentage points below its long-run (1972–2019) 
average.  


