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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  
MARCH—FEBRUARY 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders -2.1 8.3 -6.2 

  Production -12.1 3.1 9.0 

  Employment -6.0 -3.3 9.3 

  Deliveries 18.6 -13.6 -5.0 

  Finished Inventory -6.4 -7.4 13.8 

  Commodity Prices -15.5 -3.6 19.0 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Oct '19 Nov '19 Dec '19 Jan '20 Feb '20 Mar '20 Mar - Feb 

  PMI Southeast 54.4 45.4 47.0 48.8 61.0 58.1 -2.9 

  PMI National 48.3 48.1 47.8 50.9 50.1 49.1 -1.0 

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

 

PMI index drops locally and across nation. Southeast remain above 50 – due to new orders 
that had not dropped at time of survey. 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"Millwork coming out of China, glycerin, oleic acid, masks, 
cleaning solutions, sanitizing solutions, PPE." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"Aluminum, copper, caustic, propylene." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials 
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last 
month are: 

"Chinese components, Diatomaceous Earth, surfactants 
and Quats, masks, cleaning solutions, sanitizing solutions, 
PPE." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"Will have to react to changes in the economy due to coro-
navirus." 

"We will be very conservative as we do not know the full 
extent of the coming downturn." 

"Coronavirus has created a complicated problem for supply 
chains to solve." 

 

"Halting purchases due to Covid-19 for now- production 
stopped." 

"Policy changed due to COVID-19." 

"Centralized purchase for critical supplies." 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any con-
ditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"Last month was pre-coronavirus. so far this month is okay 
but....." 

"Tariffs and virus are both negatively affecting the business 

"The Coronavirus will be the biggest enemy for us to defeat 
in our lifetime." 

"We have yet to witness the power of its health and eco-
nomic devastation." 

"Covid-19 is Affecting the entire world." 

"We will see what impact COVID 19 has on business." 

"Cleaning products are moving fast. raw materials and 
packaging is in short supply." 

"Corona did not have an effect on February's numbers, but 
will certainly affect the next few months." 

                                                                                         █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Industrial production rose 0.6 percent in February after fall-
ing 0.5 percent in January. Manufacturing output edged up 
0.1 percent in February; excluding a large gain for motor 
vehicles and parts and a large drop for civilian aircraft, fac-
tory output was unchanged. The index for mining declined 
1.5 percent, but the index for utilities jumped 7.1 percent, 
as temperatures returned to more typical levels following an 
unseasonably warm January.  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

At 109.6 percent of its 2012 average, the level of total in-
dustrial production in February was unchanged from a year 
earlier. Capacity utilization for the industrial sector in-
creased 0.4 percentage point in February to 77.0 percent, a 
rate that is 2.8 percentage points below its long-run (1972–
2019) average.  


