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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants  
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

NOVEMBER—OCTOBER 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders -18.2 -0.4 18.6 

  Production -20.4 24.8 -4.4 

  Employment -5.5 12.9 -7.5 

  Deliveries 3.9 -1.8 -2.2 

  Finished Inventory -11.8 4.8 7.0 

  Commodity Prices 3.7 1.5 -5.3 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Jun '20 Jul '20 Aug '20 Sep '20 Oct '20 Nov '20 Nov - Oct 

  PMI Southeast 47.6 53.6 58.2 65.0 60.5 54.2 -6.3 

  PMI National 52.6 54.2 56.0 55.4 59.3 57.5 -1.8 

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

National and SE PMI slip due to softening in new orders and production. 

Both remain in the range consistent with expansion in sector   

December 1, 2020 

 Sep '20 Oct '20 Nov '20 Nov - Oct 

Higher 50.0 36.8 58.3 +21.5  

Same 36.4 63.2 29.2 -34.0 

 

        

  Index 68.2 68.4 72.9 +4.5  

Lower 13.6 0.0 12.5 +12.5  

Expectations for Future Production (3-6 months)   
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

NOVEMBER—OCTOBER 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"Plastic resin, corrugated paper, freight, pvc resins, freight, 
steel, aluminum (raw materials and products), hardwood 
lumber, red oak, white oak, all paper grades except news-
print, synthetic rubber, natural rubber, soda ash, copper, 
packaging, cartons, urethane foam, metal parts, finishing 
materials, metal sheet, ammonia, HCL, ferrous sulfate, 
stainless steel." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"Carbon black, zinc oxide, petroleum coke." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials or 
finished products I buy that were in short supply last month 
are: 

"Kraft paper and linerboard, CO2, diatomaceous earth, spe-
cialty silicones, plastic resin, freight, chemicals that go into 
PVC, some hydraulic components, lumber, Machine Parts." 

"We experienced shortages earlier but supplies are now 
available but at higher prices." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"Adding safety stock." 

"Global Logistics capacity causing 4-6 week delays so in-
crease lead-time on orders." 

"10 to 12 weeks lead time for packing & shipping items 
compared to 8 to 10 weeks normally." 

 

 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any condi-
tions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"Business is very good but costs are going up considera-
bly." 

"it does not feel like anyone is talking about the impact of all 
the hurricanes hitting the coast. The impact is real and will 
start winding its way through the economy. 

"Customers are concerned about next year with the new 
administration. They are cutting in half their new purchases. 
"wait and see what happens" 

"Utility Labor is in short supply." 

"Hopefully economy will improve but winter months will be 
tuff." 

"Logistics continues to slow us down and adding three 
weeks to our lead-time." 

"Port congestion and driver/truck shortages." 

"Container capacity in Asia and warehouse worker call out 
sick and outbound schedule delays in US are hurting ability 
to fulfill sales." 

"C-19 has definitely reduced incoming orders. We still need 
China as a source of parts not at all available in US. Tariffs 
are a killer. Containers are in short supply." 

"Sales are increasing Q4 and look to continue to Q1, 2021." 

"Please note that our finished goods are always 'sold' and 
have a purchase order. Contractors sometime delay ship-
ments to job sites (weather or other jobsite issues)."     

                                                                                         █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Industrial production rose 1.1 percent in October. The index 
has recovered much of its 16.5 percent decline from Febru-
ary to April, but output in October was still 5.6 percent lower 
than its pre-pandemic February level. After edging up 0.1 
percent in September, manufacturing output increased 1.0 
percent in October. The output of utilities rose 3.9 percent, 
while the output at mines declined 0.6 percent to a level 
that was 14.4 percent below its year-earlier reading.   
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

At 103.2 percent of its 2012 average, total industrial pro-
duction was 5.3 percent lower in October than it was a year 
earlier. Capacity utilization for the industrial sector in-
creased 0.8 percentage point in October to 72.8 percent, a 
rate that is 7.0 percentage points below its long-run (1972–
2019) average but 8.6 percentage points above its low in 
April.  


