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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants  
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

SEPTEMBER—AUGUST 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders 4.5 4.5 -9.1 

  Production 9.1 9.1 -18.2 

  Employment 4.5 -4.5 0.0 

  Deliveries -9.1 0.0 9.1 

  Finished Inventory 31.8 -22.7 -9.1 

  Commodity Prices 0.0 0.0 0.0 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Apr '20 May '20 Jun '20 Jul '20 Aug '20 Sep '20 Sep - Aug 

  PMI Southeast 44.1 45.9 47.6 53.6 58.2 65.0 +6.8  

  PMI National 41.5 43.1 52.6 54.2 56.0 55.4 -0.6 

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

Southern PMI bounces higher, National Index moves sideways. 

Both consistent with expansion in manufacturing sector   

October 1, 2020 

 Jul '20 Aug '20 Sep '20 Sep - Aug 

Higher 40.9 31.8 50.0 +18.2  

Same 54.5 63.6 36.4 -27.3 

 

        

  Index 68.2 63.6 68.2 +4.5  

Lower 4.5 4.5 13.6 +9.1  

Expectations for Future Production (3-6 months)   
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

SEPTEMBER—AUGUST 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"Polyethylene, plastic resin, freight, lumber, OSB, pallets, 
propylene glycol, polymers, plastic resin, MDI, stainless 
steel." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"Caustic soda." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials or 
finished products I buy that were in short supply last month 
are: 

"Some electrical components, color box packaging, elec-
tronic switches, micro's, lumber, OSB, vinyl extrusions, lum-
ber for pallets, diatomaceous earth, high performance sili-
cones, trucks, rigid packaging, MDI." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"We have built up some inventory and we will be reducing 
our inventory going forward." 

 

 

"Increase safety stock." 

"Trying to keep more inventory due to slower deliveries." 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any condi-
tions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"Freight is much higher despite the low price of oil." 

"Need the government to stop paying people to not work so 
we can hire enough people to fill our open orders." 

"Business is steady, quote activity is good." 

"Feel after election economy will continue to move forward."  

"A lot of customers are in "wait and see" mode until after 
the Presidential election." 

"Sales expected to Increase Q4."   

                                                                                         █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Industrial production rose 0.4 percent in August for its 
fourth consecutive monthly increase. However, even after 
the recent gains, the index in August was 7.3 percent below 
its pre-pandemic February level. Manufacturing output con-
tinued to improve in August, rising 1.0 percent, but the 
gains for most manufacturing industries have gradually 
slowed since June. Mining production fell 2.5 percent in 
August, as Tropical Storm Marco and Hurricane Laura 
caused sharp but temporary drops in oil and gas extraction 
and well drilling.  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

The output of utilities moved down 0.4 percent. At 
101.4 percent of its 2012 average, the level of total industri-
al production was 7.7 percent lower in August than it was a 
year earlier. Capacity utilization for the industrial sector in-
creased 0.3 percentage point in August to 71.4 percent, a 
rate that is 8.4 percentage points below its long-run (1972–
2019) average but 7.3 percentage points above its low in 
April . 


