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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants  
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

FEBRUARY—JANUARY 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders 19.9 -13.3 -6.6 

  Production 3.1 2.8 -5.9 

  Employment 4.2 4.9 -9.1 

  Deliveries 10.1 -10.1 0.0 

  Finished Inventory -5.6 1.4 4.2 

  Commodity Prices 6.6 -6.6 0.0 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Sep '20 Oct '20 Nov '20 Dec '20 Jan '21 Feb '21 Feb - Jan 

  PMI Southeast 65.0 60.5 54.2 62.2 65.5 70.4 +4.9  

  PMI National 55.4 59.3 57.5 60.5 58.7 60.8 +2.1  

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

SE and National PMI post strong gains; 

Industrial economy shows best performance since pre-pandemic.    

March 1, 2021 

 Dec '20 Jan '21 Feb '21 Feb - Jan 

Higher 61.1 63.6 65.4 +1.7  

Same 38.9 27.3 30.8 +3.5  

 

        

  Index 80.6 77.3 80.8 +3.5  

Lower 0.0 9.1 3.8 -5.2 

Expectations for Future Production (3-6 months)   
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

FEBRUARY—JANUARY 



2 of 5 

SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"Steel and stainless steel, PVC resins, freight, red oak, 
white oak, corrugated cartons, polyethylene, titanium diox-
ide, paper board and coatings, aluminum, copper and all 
parts made with such, plastic resin, zinc materials, natural 
rubber, synthetic rubber, carbon black, oil, zinc oxide, pet-
rochemicals, packaging, sheet Metal, PVC, brass, PG, gly-
col ethers, steric, ammonia, containers, vinyl extrusions, 
spruce, glass, paper, PP Resin, natural gas, pallet wood, 
fuel oil, gasoline, resin." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

None. 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials or 
finished products I buy that were in short supply last month 
are: 

"PVC, plastic materials, lumber, paper board, coatings, 
Kraft paper and linerboard, copper and zinc oxide powders, 
synthetic rubber, steel cord, epichlorohydrin, petrochemi-
cals, electronic semiconductors, wood, plywood, urethane 
foam, cartons, steel, stainless steel, containers, ferrous 
sulfate, glass, spruce, resin, corrugated, wood pallets." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"We are looking out farther and increasing inventories on 
key raw materials." 

"Inventories too low with slowing delivery versus growing 
demand." 

"Increase stocks to support growing demand." 

"We meet with suppliers and work on whatever is possible 
just to get materials." 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any condi-
tions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"Business is strong and supply in general is weak on many 
items labor, raw materials, etc." 

"Business conditions and back log is good." 

"Commodity prices are going up very fast (steel and alumi-
num). demand will increase but class 8 truck delivery is 
getting out too far for many customers." 

"Hopeful Covid continues to get better." 

"In general, supply chains are too lean and fragile." 

"Cannot support demand growth or withstand contingencies 
(such as bad weather), resulting in materials tightness/
shortages and inflation." 

"Sales still look promising for Q2."  

"In my 50+ years of being in manufacturing I have never 
seen conditions like this for continuous price increases." 

"Some OEM suppliers say slower deliveries are related to 
Covid absenteeism as well as supply-chain issues." 

"Long lead times at the mills and metal distribution centers 
being put on allocations is presenting a problem for end 
users such as Chart." 

"A very volatile time for many commodities and specifically 
freight." 

"Orders in January were ridiculously high; orders in Febru-
ary are still extremely strong." 

                                                                                            █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Industrial production increased 0.9 percent in January. 
Manufacturing output rose 1.0 percent, about the same as 
its average gain over the previous five months. Mining pro-
duction advanced 2.3 percent, while the output of utilities 
declined 1.2 percent. At 107.2 percent of its 2012 average,  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

total industrial production in January was 1.8 percent lower 
than its year-earlier level. Capacity utilization for the indus-
trial sector increased 0.7 percentage point in January to 
75.6 percent, a rate that is 4.0 percent below its long-run 
(1972–2020) average.  


