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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants  
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

MARCH—FEBRUARY 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders -4.5 7.4 -2.8 

  Production -1.2 0.2 1.0 

  Employment 3.5 -12.2 8.7 

  Deliveries 4.7 -4.7 0.0 

  Finished Inventory -9.0 1.2 7.9 

  Commodity Prices -1.5 1.5 0.0 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Oct '20 Nov '20 Dec '20 Jan '21 Feb '21 Mar '21 Mar - Feb 

  PMI Southeast 60.5 54.2 62.2 65.5 70.4 68.3 -2.1 

  PMI National 59.3 57.5 60.5 58.7 60.8 64.7 +3.9  

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

National PMI surges to highest level in over three decades,  
Southeastern Indices ease back but remain at elevated level, 

Industrial economy continues strong rebound.    

April 2, 2021 

 Jan '21 Feb '21 Mar '21 Mar - Feb 

Higher 63.6 65.4 65.2 -0.2 

Same 27.3 30.8 30.4 -0.3 

 

        

  Index 77.3 80.8 80.4 -0.3 

Lower 9.1 3.8 4.3 +0.5  

Expectations for Future Production (3-6 months)   
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

MARCH—FEBRUARY 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"All steel, carbon, stainless and pre-galvanized, everything 
but rubber, polyethylene, paper, paperboard, coatings, alu-
minum, copper and all related components made from 
such, zinc materials, synthetic rubber, Carbon Black, oil, 
natural rubber, zinc oxide, polyester, nylon, wood, PP, PC, 
PET, plastic (PVC), polyurethane, corrugated, plastics, pine 
and hardwood, chemicals, polypropylene resin, films, 
freight, electronics, PCB raw materials." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

None. 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials or 
finished products I buy that were in short supply last month 
are: 

"Pre-galvanized carbon steel, everything but rubber, freight,  
rubber, polyethylene, titanium dioxide, polypropylene, resin, 
trucks, containers, corrugated, copper and zinc oxide pow-
ders, synthetic rubber, natural rubber, semi-conductors, 
urethane foam, plywood, 201LN stainless, 12ga 304 stain-
less, IC electronic components, polyurethane, plastic bot-
tles, sprayers, caps, chemicals, paper, resin, wood, truck-
ing, shipping, freight, labor." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

“We have had to adjust to ongoing price increases, shortag-
es and supply chain disruptions.” 

“We are attempting to purchase additional paperboard and 
coatings to cover demand.” 

“Increase lead times and safety stocks.” 

“Pre buying to avoid cost increases.” 

“We need to meet frequently with suppliers to learn about 
availability and price changes.” 

 

“Just in case purchasing.” 

“Looking further out for some commodities.” 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any condi-
tions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

“Current political policies are driving inflation up.” 

“February was severely impacted by weather. It accelerated 
some pricing trends. I hope it slows after March but...it feels 
like it is getting worse.” 

“Inflation is insane.” 

“Industry activity is strong. the biggest issue is supply chain 
issues with Class 8 truck manufacturers. “ 

“The economy is good, just hard to realize when sales are 
impacted so much by supply chain issues.” 

 “Tariff's, logistics cost and lead-times very unpredictable.” 

“In 60 years I have never seen the imbalance in the supply 
chain as now. Can't even get people to work or apply for 
jobs. Govt paying them to stay home.” 

“Orders in our industry spiked since January.” 

“Please note that our finished goods are always 'sold' and 
have a purchase order. Contractors sometime delay ship-
ments to job sites (weather or other jobsite issues).” 

“Recent corrugate increases, impacts of winter storms im-
pacting deliveries, freight costs, increasing shortages.” 

“Shortage of raw materials, anything tied to petrochemi-
cals . The polar vortex in February kicked that industry 
square in the pants.” 

“We are struggling with labor force availability as stimulus 
checks deliver.” 

“Ocean Freight Logistics is a major concern. very delayed.” 

“Hopefully things keep improving.”   

                                                                                            █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

In February, total industrial production decreased 2.2 per-
cent. Manufacturing output and mining production fell 
3.1 percent and 5.4 percent, respectively; the output of utili-
ties increased 7.4 percent. The severe winter weather in 
the south central region of the country in mid-February  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

accounted for the bulk of the declines in output for the 
month. Most notably, some petroleum refineries, petro-
chemical facilities, and plastic resin plants suffered damage 
from the deep freeze and were offline for the rest of the 
month.   


