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The GA PMI decreased 0.8 of a point based on decreases 
for NO, P and FI.  

Reason for September PMI’s Decrease:

New Orders:
New Orders decreased 13.5 points to 36.5. New Orders de-

crease was based on 22.1% less respondents reporting higher 
New Orders for a total of 15.4% and 4.8% more respondents 
reporting lower New Orders for a total of 42.3%. 

Production:
Production decreased 3.2 points to 38.5 points. Produc-

tion’s decrease resulted from 9.6% less respondents reporting 
higher Production for a total of 15.4% and 3.6% less respon-
dents reporting lower Production for a total of 38.5%. 

Employment:
Employment increased 6.3 points to 50 based on 11.2% 

more respondents reporting higher employment for a total 
of15.4% and 1.3% less respondents reporting lower Employ-
ment for a total of 15.4%.

Supplier Delivery Time:
Supplier Delivery Time increased 7.9 points to55.8 based 

on 10.9% more respondents reporting slower delivery time 
for a total of 19.2% and 4.8% less respondents reporting faster 
delivery for a total of 7.7%. 

Finished Inventory:
Finished Inventory decreased 1.4 points to 42.3 points 

based on 5.8% less respondents reporting higher FI for a total 
of 19.2% and 2.9% less respondents reporting lower Finished 
Inventory for a total of 34.6%.

Commodity Price:
Commodity Price increased 3.2 points to 61.5 based on9.9% 

more respondents reporting higher Commodity Price for a 
total of 30.8% and 3.5% more respondents reporting lower 
Commodity Price for a total of 7.7%.

New Survey Question:
Thirty percent of Georgia respondents expect their produc-

tion to increase in the next 3-6 months. Fifty percent expect it 
to stay the same as current production.

Overview:
The drop for New Orders of 13.5 points to 36.5 reveals a 

substantial drop off from July’s reading of 54.5. As a result, 
Production dropped substantially from its reading of 61.4. 

September New Orders and Production is 10.7 and 9.3 points 
below their six month averages. Employment on the other 
hand reached 50 for the first time this year. 15.4% of respon-
dents reported increasing their work force for September. 
Finished Inventory remains in check with a reading of 42.3 
with 34.6% of respondents reporting lower inventory. 

Commodity Price continues to increase with a reading of 
61.5 almost doubled its 30.8 reading of January 2009.   

National PMI Report:
The National September PMI slipped 0.3 of a point to 

52.6. New Orders decreased 4.1 points to 60.8. Production 
decreased 6.2 points to 55.7 points. Employment decreased 
0.2 of a point to 46.2 points. Supplier Delivery Time increased 
0.9 of a point to 58. Finished Inventory increased 8.1 points to 
42.5 points. Commodity Prices decreased 1.5 points to 63.5 
points. Thirteen of the 18 manufacturing industries reported 
growth in September. The contracting industries were: Prima-
ry Metals; Plastics& Rubber Products; Furniture and Related 
Products and Machinery.

Industrial Production Report:
The August Industrial Production Report reported an 

increase of 0.8% for total production, an increase of 0.6% 
for manufacturing, and adjusted July increase from 1.0% to 
1.4%. 

Manufacturing production’s strong increase is closely 
tied to Augusts’ motor vehicle production increase of 5.5%. 
Excluding motor vehicles, manufacturing increased 0.4%. The 
durable goods sectors of primary metals, electrical equip-
ment, machinery and appliances experienced the strongest 
growth.  

Capacity utilization increased from 69% to 69.6%.  

Georgia versus the Southeast Survey:
September Southeast (SE) and Georgia (GA) PMIs changed 

less than 1 point, but moved in opposite directions with the 
GA PMI decreasing 0.8 or a point and the SE increasing 0.5 of a 
point. GA’s PMI is 2.1 points below the SE PMI of 46.7. GA New 
Orders and Production are 9.4 points below their readings for 
the SE PMI. GA’s Finished Inventory is 6 points below the SE 
Finished Inventory of 42.3. 

The Three Survey Comparison:
The September GA and SE PMIs are 8.0 and 5.9 points be-

low the National PMI of 52.6 points.  The National PMI’s New 
Orders and Production account for the greatest difference 
compared to the GA and SE PMIs. 

Georgia Purchasing Manager’s Index Report
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PRODUCTS WITH HIGHER PRICES
“Resin, plastic, molybdenum, pig iron, sodium bromide, 

chrome, nickel, fabricated steel scrap, aluminum products, bat-
teries, select steel items, plastic components”

PRODUCTS WITH LOWER PRICES
“Steel and ferrochrome”

ITEMS IN SHORT SUPPLY
“Stainless steel-mill and distributor, rosin ester”

BUYING POLICIES
“None”

GENERAL REMARKS - Give your frank opinion on any condi-
tions, local, national or international, that affect your purchas-

ing operation or your company’s outlook
“Reduced employment at the state level causing product 

demand to weaken delaying capital outlays”
“Supplier inventories are down and responsiveness is slower 

than normal”
“We see things going up in the internationally in the metals 

market”
“Consolidated with a larger company that relied heavily on 

out-sourcing production. The acquiring company is transfer-
ring a large portion of their toll manufacturing requirements 
to this facility”

“RFQs for capital projects have increased”
“Could possibly see some variance in levels, late in the 

month, due to regional flooding”
“Business is steady (though still considered slow)”
“Slight improvements with bookings/backlog”   

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION:

PMI Georgia, PMI Southeast, and PMI National 

PMI GA
PMI Southeast
PMI National

 April-09 May-09 Jun-09 Jul-09 Aug-09 Sep-09 Sep-Aug
 48.6 48.0 44.3 47.3 45.4 44.6 -0.8

 47.1 50.2 47.2 50.0 46.2 46.7 +0.5

 40.1 42.8 44.8 48.9 52.9 52.6 -0.3

 Higher Same Lower
New Orders  -22.1 17.3 4.8
Production -9.6 12.8 -3.2
Employment 11.2 -9.9 -1.3
Deliveries 10.9 -6.1 -4.8
Finished Inventory -5.8 8.7 -2.9
Commodity Prices 9.9 -13.5 3.5

Change In Percent of Georgia Participants Reporting Higher, Same and Lower
SEPTEMBER - AUGUST

Comment:
The GA and SE September PMI reports continue to register 

below the National PMI. Their relative low readings for New 
Orders and Production account for the greatest proportion of 
this difference. Employment is the one underlying PMI vari-

able that registered higher than its National measure.  The 
GA and SE PMI weakness the last two months suggests the 
Southeast and Georgia manufacturing sectors are lagging 
behind the national manufacturing uptick for the last two 
months. 
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